
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
October 5, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
October 5, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering 
Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Mark Handzlik, 
Assistant Engineering Manager; Mike Demers, Engineering Technician; Shawn 
Backman, Auditor; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of 
the Board; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield; Terri Cook.   

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for October 5, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 09/29/15 Commission Meeting 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2642 

Voucher Nos. 4485-4534, Payroll Check Nos. 11153-11233 ($296,361.30) 10/05/15 
c. Project Acceptance – Martin Road and McLaughlin Road, Trumpeter Place (Mount 

Vernon) 

Commissioner Robertson asked if the Martin Road and McLaughlin Project was dead-
ended and if it would be gridded; Engineering Manager Sidhu replied yes. 

The motion passed. 

At this time, Manager Powell stated that the Treasurer’s Report for August would be 
moved to the October 13 agenda, as Treasurer Dales was called away. 

Under Manager’s Report: 
• Manager Powell reported that he had signed papers with Land Title regarding the 

Waugh Road Proposed Tank Site (Montreaux) Property and the sale should close by 
the end of the week. 

• Reported meeting with two local banks regarding borrowing funds for future major 
capital projects.  Discussion ensued regarding various aspects of local funding vs. 
bond sales.  Manager Powell will report back with additional information. 

• Engineering Manager Sidhu reported that crews are working on the temporary tie-in 
on the transmission line prior to work beginning on the 30th Street Project and 
Engineering is busy with design work for 2016 projects. 

• IT Manager Chrysler reported he is working with Operations Manager Fox on WTP 
server and marginalized safety issues. 

• Operations Manager Fox reported that Operations will be working on the tie in and 
tap on the transmission line, scheduled to take place tomorrow.  Also working on 
security issues.  Commissioner Littlefield asked about WTP fencing and Operations 
Manager Fox provided an update. 

• Community Relations Manager Tate reported that he has been invited and will 
participate in the Regent Blue Shield Emergency Preparedness program again this 
year representing the District, which will be held on November 2.  The MVHS marine 
biology class will tour the WTP tomorrow, the first field trip of the new school year.  

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented Work Order No. 7 to the Agreement for 
Professional Services from GeoEngineers for Buffer Restoration Services to the Judy 
WTP to Sedro-Woolley Transmission Line-Phase 1 Project in the amount of $24,000 and 
requested a motion to authorize said work.  Manager Powell stated that the work will 
include restoration of approximately 1,200 square feet between the road and the river that 
was disturbed during construction, will provide final as-built and oversee landscape work 
and maintain the work for one year.  The work will most likely take place in 2016.  



Commissioner Cook moved to approve Work Order No. 7 under the Agreement for 
Professional Services as presented and authorize the General Manager to sign said work 
order on behalf of the District.  

Under Miscellaneous, Manager Powell reported that the first round of negotiations with 
Teamsters will begin this week for a new contract and anticipates approximately six 
weeks of work.  Manager Powell stated that the negotiating team will include Operations 
Manager Fox, Engineering Manager Sidhu, HR Manager White, Jennifer Thompson 
(Teamsters) and the shop stewards for the District.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if the 
new agreement will be for a single year or three years; Manager Powell replied the 
District is able to go up to five years; however, three years is the typical term.  Discussion 
ensued regarding various issues concerning a proposed contract and triggers that can 
reopen negotiations on a contract. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson stated he passed along the 
information regarding the Cyber Security Workshop he mentioned at the last meeting.  

Commissioner Cook commented on the annual budget process and budget hearing 
advertisement not being published two consecutive weeks and being out of compliance per 
resolution.  Discussion ensued regarding the various aspects of the budget process, 
including proposed revisions to the outdated resolution from 1980 and the impetus behind 
it, advertising, and time needed for review of the preliminary budget prior to a hearing. 

At this time, Commissioner Littlefield recessed the regular meeting to open the 2016 
Budget Hearing.  The meeting was recessed at 5:04 PM. 

Commissioner Littlefield reconvened the regular meeting at 5:25 PM. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of October 5, 2015 was adjourned at 
5:26 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


